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Westerners commonly perceive the Iranian Revolution as an atavistic and xenophobic movement that rejects all
things modern and non-Muslim, a view reinforced by the present leaders of Iran. They claim that the revolution
spearheads the resurgence of Islam, and that the revolutionary movement is an authentic phenomena
uncorrupted by any alien ideas and inspired solely by the teachings of the Prophet and the Shi‘i imams. This
conventional wisdom, however, ignores the contributions of ‘Ali Shari‘ati, the main ideologue of the Iranian
Revolution.
To continue reading this article, please login or subscribe. Login
How to cite this article:
Ervand Abrahamian "Ali Shariati: Ideologue of the Iranian Revolution," Middle East Report 102 (January/February
1982). Ali Shariati (1933-1977) has been called the "Ideologue of the Iranian Revolution." His reinter pretation of
Islam in modern sociological categories prepared the way for the Islamic revival that shook Iran in 1979,
attracting many young Muslims who had been alienated both from the traditional clergy and from Western
culture. Shariati was born in Mazinan, Khurasan, a small village in Eastern Iran, in 1933 and was educated by his
father, Aqa Muhammad Taqi Shariati. His youth was spent in Meshad where his father established the Center for
the Propagation of Islamic Teachings. After high Ali Shariati Mazinani (Persian:  ﻋﻠﯽ ﺷﺮﯾﻌﺘﯽ ﻣﺰﯾﻨﺎﻧﯽ, 23 November
1933 – 18 June 1977) was an Iranian revolutionary and sociologist who focused on the sociology of religion. He is
held as one of the most influential Iranian intellectuals of the 20th century and has been called the "ideologue of
the Iranian Revolution", although his ideas ended up not forming the basis of the Islamic Republic.
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Ali Shariati (1933-1977) has been called the "Ideologue of the Iranian Revolution." His reinter pretation of Islam in modern sociological
categories prepared the way for the Islamic revival that shook Iran in 1979, attracting many young Muslims who had been alienated both from
the traditional clergy and from Western culture. Shariati was born in Mazinan, Khurasan, a small village in Eastern Iran, in 1933 and was
educated by his father, Aqa Muhammad Taqi Shariati. His youth was spent in Meshad where his father established the Center for the
Propagation of Islamic Teachings. After high Ali Shariati Mazinani (Persian:  ﻋﻠﯽ ﺷﺮﯾﻌﺘﯽ ﻣﺰﯾﻨﺎﻧﯽ, 23 November 1933 – 18 June 1977) was an
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